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Dear Mr. Lesar:

Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation (WCNOC) acknowledges comments made on a

proposed genenc communication to provide guidance for licensees in regards to maintaining a

safety conscious work environment (SCWE). WCNOC has reviewed NEI letter dated
- November 15, 2004, and endorses these comments.

WCNOC understands and embraces the need to continually re-establish and maintain a safety
conscious work -environment. However, WCNOC would like to take this opportunity to
emphasize some key issueS' ' ‘ - .

1) SCWE remains under the sole responS|b|l|ty of the licensee.

2) Such guidance only provides a means for improving the way the SCWE is establlshed
and maintained.

3) All actions are ‘not going to be applicable and/or practical for all licensees because such
actions may be resource intensive and cUmbersome under certain situations.

As a result, WCNOC feels more emphasns should be placed in the Regulatory Issue Summary
(RIS), "Establishing and Maintaining a Safety Conscious Work Environment” to clearly note that
the RIS should not be used as inspection guidance. WCNOC would refer to this RIS, only as a
reference to improve and maintain the 1996 NRC Policy Statement, “Freedom of Employees in’
the Nuclear Industry to Raise Safety Concerns Without Retaliation.” The RIS should make it
clear that, not employing one or more of the actlons in the RIS should not make a SCWE
program deficient. :
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. WCNOC apprecnates the opportunlty to prowde comments on thls proposed document If there .
- are any questrons please contact me at (620) 364-4126 or Dlane Hooper at (620) 364-4041.
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